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SELECTMEN’S

REPORT.

March 1, 1878.

RECEIPTS.
Balance

in the hands

of Charles

F. Hildreth,

$1806 59

treasurer,

Amount

of

state,

county,

town,

school,

highway taxes, committed to Thomas

and

J. Ot6864
618
95
74
614

terson, for collection,

State treasurer, savings bank tax,
railroad tax,
literary fund,

Merrimack county, for the support of paupers,
Remaining in T. J. Otterson’s hands for collec-

73 92

tion, on list of 1877,

Remaining on
1876,
Remaining on
for 1871,
Remaining on
for 1874,
Remaining on
for 1875,

77
44
34
37
26

J. F. Bartlett’s collection list for
10 80

H. H. Hartwell’s collection list
8 60

W.

D. Marden’s collection list

|
W. D. Marden’s

208 87

collection

list

108 38

.

$10,503 94
EXPENDITURES.
Paid—

Wm. Haseltine and John Perkins, auditors, 1877,

John Appleton, labor on highway,
C. F. Hildreth, school money, Dist. No. 4,
A. J. Glover, house rent for J. Prescott,

B. W. Sanborn, for stationery,
W. B. Corser, for tramps,
Philip Sargent, note and interest,

279
3
4
3
1055

76
00
43
00
79

4

Paid —M.

Palmer, for sawing wood for Jona.
Prescott,

$1 50

Woodbury & Batchelder, printing town
reports,
Welthie Myers, boarding Clement child:
Peter S. Rainsville, services as inter preter,

30 00
3 00
1 50

John P. Bachelder, labor on highway,

6 50

Daniel French, boarding anda nursing
Mrs. Getehell,
:
James Fife, labor on highway,
Welthie Myers, boarding Clement child,
P. O. Michaud, railroad tickets ° for
county paupers,
A. J. Glover, house rent for J. Prescott,
J. W. Fife, labor on highway,

10 00
So ta
4 OO

20 7d
1 50
52 900

H. W. Bachelder, labor on highway,

21 70

W. H. Haseltine, labor on highway,
Welthie Myers, boarding Clement child,
John Appleton, labor on highway,
C. C. Pearson & Co., printing bills,
A. J. Glover, house rent for J. Prescott,

Bo oe
4 30
5 7
oto
1 50

W. A. Osgood, labor on highway,

60 30

M. Palmer, sawing wood for J. Prescott,

75

Thomas M. Cofran, school money,

3112

W. H. Haseltine, labor on highway,

5 25

C. F. Hildreth, school money, Dist. No. 4,
P. O. Michaud, railroad tickets for paupers,

350 00
17 00

J. R. Kimball, services rendered county
paupers,

J. C. Marden, labor on highway,

46 90

oh

W. D. Marden, labor on highway,

W. Myers, board of Clement child,

eae
66 93

4 28

N. Call, school money, Dist. No. 2,
A. J. Glover, house rent for J. Prescott,

62 00
Lag

EK. V. Fife, painting guide-boards,
J. Y. Mugridge, services in suit, A. F.

12 00

Lauten v. Town of Allenstown,

W. A. Osgood, labor on highway,
W. Myers, board of Clement child,
W. D. Marden, school money, Dist. No. 1,
W. Myers, board of Clement child,

50 00

6.62:
4 43
80 00
2eF1

D

Paid —H. W. Bachelder, labor on highway,
W. R. Blakeley, special’ police,

$56 44
2 00

J. C. Marden, labor on highway,
W. D. Marden,
64
W. H. Haseltine,
oe

ile
L250
74 38

John Lamprey, for moving J. Prescott,
John I’. Bartlett, goods

75

furnished coun-

ty paupers,

69 34

J. W. Fife, labor on highway,

—

2 OPg

J. Merrill, bounty on fox,
David Hayes, for use of hall for town

50

meeting, etc.,

20.00

A. J. Glover, for rent, etc.,
County tax,

6 00
2002 68

Isaac G. Russ, goods furnished
H. Blaisdell’s children,

R. and

48 75

I. G. Russ, posts for guide boards,

9 00

B. W. Sanborn, stationery,

12

W. A. Osgood, Me on rea
J. W. Fife.
H. W. Bachelder,

ak

10 00
ei

<‘

“e

O. M. Smith, special police,

2 00

W. H. Haseltine, yee on sete!
TM.

* 15 00

Cofran,
ae
66

Le As ehiant Bs Ml ie
school money, District No. 3,

Samuel S. Cass, labor on highway,
N. Call, school money,

GAG
21°75

8 25
3 00
68 25

32 35

District No. 2,

John Appleton, labor on highway,

77 00

32 10

B. J. Kendall, repairing town house,

3 00

W. D. Marden, labor on highway,

7 65

C. F. Hildreth, school money, Dist. No. 4,

J. C. Marden, labor on highway,

300 00

10 75

W. B. Corser, feeding tramps,

1 00

W. H. Haseltine, labor onprey

47 50

H. W. Bachelder,
W. D. Marden,

16 75
9 45

6o

Ephraim Locke for copying inventory for
county commissioners, $2.00; for perambulating town

line, $3.00; and

labor on highway, 80 c.,

for

5 80

6

Paid—W. D. Marden, perambulating town line,
S. B. Cofran, labor on highway,
State tax,
J. W. Fife, labor on highway,

P. O. Michaud, R. R. tickets for paupers,
J. Lacass, shoes for J. Prescott,

J. C. Marden, labor on highway,
B. W. Sanborn, for stationery,

W. A. Osgood, labor on highway,
W. D. Marden, school money, Dist. No.
H. W. Bachelder, labor on highway,

J. W. Fife, labor on highway,
David Burns, damage to hack on account

of defect in highway,
O. P. Young, 2 cords of wood for J.
Prescott,

C. P. Morse, for ten coffins ae. county
P.

paupers,
O. Michaud,
paupers,

for R. R. tickets for

Baker & Fellows, bill of goods for county paupers,

«Miller & Johnson, for do.,
Sullivan Brothers, for do.,
H. F. & Co. fordog
Emery Brothers, for do.,

M. Palmer, for sawing wood for J. Prescott,

W. A. Osgood, labor on highway,
B. Gile, one cord of wood

for J. Pres-

cott,

Stephen A. Bates, for house for Jonathan Prescott,
W. H. Haseltine, wood for county paupers,

A. Colby, for do.,
J. R. Kimball, for medical

services ren-

dered county paupers,
I. G. Russ, goods furnished Blaisdell
children,
M. Palmer, sawing wood for J. “Preseotts

9 00

7

Pald— Winthrop Fowler, 14 cords wood for J.
Prescott,
J. W. Fowler, for 1 cord of wood for
J. Smith,
G. W. Stone, for milk for Simon Brusseau,
J. W. Fife, labor on highway,
John Marden, for labor on guide boards

and posts for same,
C. P. Morse, for expense of side walk,
H. H. Hartwell, services as superintending school committee,
H. H. Hartwell, for school books fur-

nished poor children,
W. D. Marden, labor on highway,
M. Palmer,

sawing

wood

for J. Pres-

cott,

T. J. Otterson, collector of taxes, 1877,
W. A. Osgood, labor on highway,

Abatement of taxes on T. J. Otterson’s list, 1877.
Orsemus Cate, over-taxed,
James W. Fife,
6

Humphrey Moore,
John Scammell,

George Bullard,
Edward C. Jenness,

Abatements on T. J. Otterson’s list, 1878.

Horace Brown, over-taxed,

Charles Osgood,

‘‘

Samuel Head,

6

H. Dennison, highway tax,
Heirs of J. Philbrick,

Henry Brothers,
Henry Benway,
Simon Brusseau, 2d,

Chenden Godfrey,

$

Thomas Conway,

98

98

Isaac Delace,

ae

98

Anthony Denuncear,

93

Scott Drout,
Tousant Ferant,

'

98
98

Joseph Ferent,

98

Francis Ferent,

98

John Farnsworth,

+ '98

Joseph Freeman,
Lewis Wood,

298
98

John Yeaton,

98

Benjamin Yeaton,

|

Lewis Godran,
Joseph Lafave,
Hamel Tallest,

98
98
98
98

Joseph Howe,

98

Eli Laseau,

98

Clifford Laduc,

2 98

Edward Martel,

Nelson McClure,
James Malony,
Joseph Maquilen,
Anthony Pickard,

98

?

98
98
98
98

;

Bazil Proux,
Noel Rial,

|

Amier Provinceal,

98
98

«98

John Surprise,
Thomas Taylor,

98
98

Leon Varvel,
Hiram D. Woods,
John Whitehead,
Richard Gould,
Heirs of Edwin Cate,

98
98
98
98
4 41

Paid —A.

N. Osgood, in consideration of main~
taining public water trough,

J. P. Bachelder, labor on the highway,

2 49

8 70

©. F. Hildreth, services as treasurer,
20 00
os
es
clerk,
15 00
oom
use of rooms for town business, 15 00

9

Paid —Ephraim Locke, services as selectman,

$75 00

he

board of selectmen while
|
doing town business,
Ephraim Locke, for time spent when out of

15 00

town on town business and expenses,

8 00

W. D. Marden,-for services as selectman,
Wm. Haseltine,
Sh
Wm. Haseltine, for time out of town on
town business and expenses,

Taking affidavits of county paupers,

5d 00
65 OO
AOU

ha

tO OO

Abatement of tax against Gain Burpee, for

the year 1876,
Samuel S. Cass, labor on highway,

BAe

10 80
Fa OD

B. J. Kimball, taking care town house,

5 00

H. W. Bachelder, labor on highway,
C. F. Hildreth, school money belonging

Ot

to Dist. No. 4,

550 OO

Amount of expenditures,

$8951 71

Amount of receipts,
Expenditures,

$10,484 45
$8951 71

Balance in favor of the town,

Remaining in
on
on
on
on

$1532 74

hands of treasurer, March 1, 1879, $1194
H. H. Hartwell’s collection, 1871,
8
W. D. Marden’s
es
LSA. ee 2088
W. D. Marden’s
F
1875,
08
T. J. Otterson’s
ee
1878,
12

27
60
i
38
62

$1532 74
Balance in favor of town,
Liabilities of the town,
Over and above liabilities,

$1532 74
893 18
)

$639 56

10
Liabilities of Town, March

1, 1879.

Due school District No. 1,
ac

0

66

No.

$60 36

2

School-house money due No. 2,

2 59

.

2 98

Due school district No. 3,
és
6s
eh
aN
oie:

154,95
672 30

$893 18

EPHRAIM LOCKE,
WM. D. MARDEN,

) Selectmen
of

WM. HASELTINE, § Allenstown.
We, the undersigned, have examined the foregoing
accounts and find them correctly cast and with proper
vouchers.
HALL B. EMERY,

JOHN B. HASELTON,

Feb. 28, 1879.

Auditors.

TREASURER’S
For

The Town

REPORT,

Year ending February 28, 1879.

Treasurer respectfully

submits

the following

report of the receipts and expenditures for the fiscal year :
RECEIPTS.
Balance in treasury,
Received of T. J. Otterson, collector for 1877,
a
Bs
1878,

$1806 59
62 45
6784 70

State Treasurer, savings bank tax,
railroad tax,

618 44
95 34

literary fund,
Merrimack Co., support of paupers,

TA 37
614 26

$10,056 15
EXPENDITURES.
Paid town orders of the selectmen, numbered
from 1 to 125 inclusive,
Balance in treasury,

C. F. HILDRETH,

$8861 88
$1194 27

Town

Treasurer.

We, the undersigned, have examined the above accounts
of the treasurer, and find them correctly cast, with vouchers

in proper form, leaving a balance in hands of treasurer of
. $1194 27.
HALL B. EMERY,
‘Auditors.
JOHN B. HASELTON,
Allenstown, Feb. 28, 1879.

tal ohl aS sea0 &

pee

Ol

COMMITTEE.

The Superintending School Committee of Allenstown, respectfully submit the following report, for the year ending
March, 1879:
|

DISTRICT NUMBER

ONE.

Prudential Committee—William D. Marden.
Summer Term.
Miss Mary H. Batchelder, of Deerfield,
teacher.
Length ofterm, 12 weeks.
Whole number of scholars, 22; average attendance, 16; wages per month, including
board, $26.
Winter Term. Miss Annie O. Drake, of Pembroke, teacher. Length of term, 12 weeks; whole nnmber of scholars 23 ;
average attendance, 18; wages, $30.
These teachers need no words of commendation from me.
They have been too long and favorably known to require this.
They are both hard and competent workers, and such usually
succeed.
In this district the parents take great interest in
having their children attend and improve the school, and the
children seem to appreciate their advantages, and to be anxious to profit by them.
With such a spirit, success and profit
are sure to be the result.
One has studied philosophy, two
algebra, and four book-keeping.
Six names are on the Roll of
Honor in the new register.

DISTRICT NUMBER

TWO.

Norman Call, Prudential Committee.
Summer Term. Miss Eval. French, of Pembroke, teacher.

Length of term, 11 weeks.

Whole number, 14; average

tendance, 8; wages, $22 per month.

at-

14
Winter Term.
Charles S. Adams, of Pembroke, teacher.
Length of term, 11 weeks; wages, $28; whole number, 13;
average, 9.
.

Serious objections were made to your -committee
both of these teachers before they commenced school,
saw no good reason for officially opposing the doings
prudential committee in hiring them, and especially to
them a fair trial, and as each

came

against
but we
of the
giving

finely recommended,

we

were disposed to presume for the best. Miss French would
have proved a profitable teacher to every scholar in the district, but for the prejudices cherished. against her, so we believe.
She applied herself faithfully to her work, and those
scholars who attended school showed at the close of the term
excellent improvement.
Mr. Adams is a yonng man of rare promise as a teacher,
and soon overcame the feeling that was against him and gave
entire satisfaction to all the district. The examination on the
last day reflected great credit to the teacher, scholars, and
parents of the district.
It was the best thing we have seen o*
heard yet, during these years of our relation to the schoo.
One has studied philosophy, one algebra, and three bookkeeping.
‘wo names are entered by the teacher on the Roll
of Honor.
DISTRICT NUMBER
Prudential Committee,

Summer

Term.

THREE.

Thomas M. Cofran.

Miss Sadie Cofran, teacher.

Length of

term, 6 weeks.

After giving Sadie a trial of six weeks, your committee became convinced that it was his duty, according to his oath of
office, to close the school, and he did so.

She was too young

and inefficient to be a profitable teacher.
She did not fill out
her school register, and I have not the facts and figures by
which to make out my report.
|
Winter Term.
Miss Sara Kennison, of Allenstown, teacher. Length of term, 12 weeks; wages, $22; whole number.
Q; average, 8.

15
Miss Kennison is a cultured young lady and a fine scholar,
and has had some experience.
She taught an excellent school.
On inquiry of the parents of the scholars in this school, I learn
that she gave entire satisfaction.
The prudential committee refused to pay Mr. Nehemiah
Kennison for the services of his daughter as teacher, until he
should produce a certificate, as by law required, that she had
properly kept and duly returned her school register, a thing
which has never been practiced in this town, and nothing of
_ the kind was asked for when his daughter was the teacher.
Two names on the Roll of Honor.

DISTRICT NUMBER FOUR.
Prudential Committee—D. L. Jewell, C. P. Hildreth.
GRAMMAR SCHOOL.
The Spring and Summer terms were taught by Miss Mary
B. Fitz.

Whole

number

first term,

28; average,

25.

Second

term, 15; average 10; wages for both terms, $36 per month.
Miss Fitz came to us highly recommended, but for some
cause she did not meet with her usual success.
She seemed
to lack promptness and energy.
She failed to secure the good
will of her scholars, and to give satisfaction to the parents
generally.

Christian
scholars,

Your committee

esteems her as a well educated,

lady. She appeared to be afraid of herself, or the
or something else. If, in the beginning of her

school, she had given some of the impudent ones ‘‘Fits,”

she

would have been more feared and more respected.
Winter Term.

Mr. Albert R. Archibald, teacher.

Whole

number of scholars, 27; average, 23; wages, $45.

Mr. Archibald came to us from Boston, Mass., and brought
excellent testimonials.
He has won the confidence and esteem of all concerned, and we have had an excellent school.
At our request he furnished the following statements, which
I take the liberty of introducing into this report, as showing
the azimus of the man:
.

‘‘Not being acquainted with the people of the district; I
commenced school by asking God’s blessing and the co-opera-

16
tion of the scholars.
the children

would

I did not know whether
sanction

my

methods

the parents of

of instruction

and

discipline, but felt that the school would prosper if the children gave me their assistance.
With few exceptions, I have
had all I should expect in this direction from the scholars.
Knowing the utter impossibility of a teacher to please all
minds, I did not anticipate approval from all the parents, but
am happy to say, that I have had their support generally, for
which I desire to acknowledge my gratitude.
There would be a much clearer idea of school matters in
the community, if the parents could see their children at their
work in the school-room.
We earnestly hope that the good
people of Allenstown will make some sacrifices, if need be,
to visit the schools. We are aware that some have been dissatisfied that their children did not advance farther in their
books.
My standard for comparison in progress has not been
number of pages or topics, but thoroughness of work; hence
the small number of topics. I highly approve the change that
has been made in regard to readers.
A long felt need has
been fully supplied by the Appleton series.
The school house will show that the scholars have some
interest in keeping their building in good order.”

Two have studied algebra, five philosophy, eight bookkeeping, and three astronomy.
Two names appear on the
Roll of Honor.
INTERMEDIATE

SCHOOL.

This school has had three terms amounting to 36 weeks.
Whole number of scholars for the year, 46; average daily at- -

tendance, 30; wages $30 and $32.
The first term was taught by Miss Corrie E. Ames, and Miss
Jennie E. Haseltine was the teacher of the second and third
terms.
Neither of these had ever taught before, and both of
them succeeded finely. We could say many things in their
praise. Jennie possessed one advantage over Corrie, that of
having enjoyed the benefits of our State Normal School.

17

We predict that the day is not far distant, when those “(who
have

not attended

such

an

institution, will find it difficult

to

secure good paying situations as teachers.
Five names on the Roll of Honor.
FIRST

PRIMARY

SCHOOL.

This school has been in the charge of Mrs. Etta M. Stearns,
for the year.
Length of school, 36 weeks; whole number of
different scholars, 51; average, 46; wages, $30 and $32.

Mrs. Stearns is peculiarly adapted to this grade
We think it would be difficult to fill her place, and

of school.
hope

her

services may be retained in time to come, asa worthy compliment to her for her faithfulness and success, and for the good
of the children who may be in this department of our school.
We have never heard the first word of complaint against her,
and she has taught five successive terms in this school.
SECOND

Miss

Laura

A.

Smith,

.PRIMARY

teacher.

SCHOOL.

Miss

Smith

came

from

Concord, and was desirous of teaching that she might be
eligible to a position in one of the Concord schools.
The
prudential committee temporarily fitted up the unfinished
room in our new school house and set her at work, and by her
personal effort secured a larger number of scholars than is
reported by any other teacher.
Whole number of scholars,
57; average, 42;
This school much

wages, $20.
Length of term, 11 weeks.
resembled the first, which was taught in

*« China Village,” so called, and was made up of the children
of all nations of men which dwell in this region of country.
Miss Smith may have found this school profitable for experience. but not specially pleasant.
EVENING

SCHOOL.

An evening school was kept during the first term of the
year, under the management and instruction of Dr. Hildreth,
for the prudential committee, and Miss Fitz, teacher of grammar school. Mr. Hildreth’s report of this school is as follows:

18

‘* The evening school was kept during the summer term.
It was undertaken for the purpose of giving a portion at least
of the large number of young persons in the district, who.
either can not or will not attend the day schools, an opportunity to obtain an education.
It was kept for eleven weeks. The attendance was very
good, averaging forty scholars, the most of them being from
fifteen to twenty-five years of age. The school was held three
evenings per week, from half-past seven until nine o'clock.
The order was very good, that being one of the conditions of
attending.
Reading, spelling, writing and arithmetic were
the branches taught. A number of the pupils made good
progress, some who could not say their letters at the commencement, could read and spell words of two syllables at the close
of the term.
f

The school was in charge of Miss
by one of the committee.

Mary B. Fitz, assisted

he expense of the school was quite small.
Miss Fitz was
paid two dollars per week extra for teaching.
The services
of your committee being gratuitous, and the only other expense being for oil, the total expense was less than twenty-five
dollars.
The school for that term was successful, and it would have
been taught during the fall term, but for the fact that your
committee had

no

time

to

attend

to it, and that it would re-

quire more labor than one teacher could give.
Your committee is of the opinion that, considering the great
number of young persons in the district between the age of
twelve and eighteen, whose circumstances are such that they
are compelled to labor every day, and who are now growing
up in ignorance, an evening school, kept from four to six
months of the year, say three evenings a week, in which the
common English branches could be taught, would prove of
vast benefit to all who would

a wise expenditure of money.”

avail

themselves

of it, and

also

19
While the distinguished educators of our State and physicians
are opposing the hurrying forward and crowding of the young
in their studies, some of the parents and children of our humble town are greatly inclined to advance to higher studies and
longer lessons!
We are more than ever convinced that no

student should in

any case be advanced beyond his clear and full comprehension
of the rudiments and fundamental

elements involved in a thor-

ough, practical education.

Your committee has been almost daily besieged by book
agents, working for the interests of the publishers of the various kinds of school books, but he does not believe in freguené
changes.
At the suggestion of teachers, and with the express
understanding that Pembroke was to have the same, we
adopted the new ‘‘ Appleton Series ot Readers” for district
No. 4. The teachers and children are much pleased with
them.
We hope all the schools will take them next year.

All our schools have been supplied with a copy of our new
State map.
The selectmen have never furnished me with an ‘* enumeration” of all the children, and at present I have no means of
knowing how many children we have in town between the
ages of five and fifteen who have not attended school two
weeks; nor am I able to state the number between the ages of
fourteen and twenty-one who can not read or write.
I fear
the balance is against us!

In concluding this humble report, we append a few personal
words.
We

may have been blamed and

slandered

by some,

but we

feel sure that we have the respect and approval of the better
and more intelligent of our fellow citizens; and, best of all,
we know that we have acted in the fear of God, and with a

sincere intention to promote the best interests of all—especially
of all the children.
And why not? What possible motive
could we have to say or do anything that would wound the

20
feelings of teacher or scholar?
I assure you, dear friends,
that we find it very trying sometimes to do what we feel to be
our duty; and the people of this town, we judge, have learned
before this time that we never go back-on ourself, only by
being reasoned with and being satisfied that we are wrong.

It has been said, ‘‘ To err is human, to forgive, Divine.”
It would be better for us all if we had less humanity or its
errors, and more Divinity, or virtues and graces.

H. H. HARTWELL,
Superintending School Commtttee.
Allenstown, March 2, 1879.
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